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Prayer Diary – October 2026
“In the future, when your children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ tell them…” Joshua 4:6–7
The twelve stones taken from the Jordan were a reminder of God’s faithfulness, so that the story could be passed on to the next generation. As we celebrate Harvest this month, may we remember with gratitude all that God has done for us, trust him for what lies ahead, and share the story of his love with those who come after us.
	Thursday 1st Oct
	Give thanks for Chatterbox meeting this morning and for all the children, parents, carers and helpers who make it such a welcoming community. Later, at today’s Seniors’ Harvest Festival, give thanks for God’s generous provision and for the love and care our Seniors show one another week by week. Remember those for whom putting food on the table is a daily struggle.

	Friday 2nd 
	For Mums, Bumps & Babies, meeting on Monday mornings during term time: that these gatherings may be a place of friendship, welcome and encouragement for mothers and their babies, and that more helpers will come forward.

	Saturday 3rd 
	Growing Faith, Serving Community: As plans for our major new building project move forward, remember the planning and Faculty applications now being considered by Waverley Borough Council and the Diocesan Advisory Committee. May applications be well received and processed without unnecessary delay.

	Sunday 4th 
	Harvest Festival: As we celebrate Harvest at St John’s & St Martin’s today, may thanksgiving overflow into generosity. Remember especially Guildford Action, Guildford Hygiene Bank & North Guildford Foodbank, & all who depend upon their support.

	Monday 5th 
	For today’s Macmillan Coffee Morning in Blackheath Village Hall: for an enjoyable time together, generous support for Macmillan Cancer Support, and encouragement for all whose lives are affected by cancer. 

	Tuesday 6th 
	Give thanks for William Tyndale and all who have enabled people to read the Bible in their own language. May we never take Scripture for granted, but allow God continually to speak to us through it.

	Wednesday 7th 
	“When your children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ tell them…” Give thanks for our Open the Book team as they bring Bible stories alive for children at Wonersh & Shamley Green and Bramley Infant Schools. May God draw new people into the team.

	Thursday 8th 
	For all the children and staff at Wonersh & Shamley Green School as they settle into the new school year, especially those for whom this is their first year. May children make good friendships, flourish in their learning and feel safe and valued.

	Friday 9th 
	Paddy Beresford is leading three retreats for missionaries in Toronto and New York this month. May his teaching, conversations and individual pastoral care bring encouragement, refreshment and renewed vision to those taking part.

	Saturday 10th 
	Give thanks for our church bell ringers and the distinctive contribution they make to the life of our villages and worship. Remember especially those visiting and ringing this weekend.

	Sunday 11th 
	For Marion and Lori as they continue to oversee our children’s ministry until our new Children’s Worker begins in November. Give thanks for their commitment, and for every child and family entrusted to our care.

	Monday 12th 
	Elizabeth Fry: Remember those in prison, their families, prison chaplains and all working for rehabilitation and a new beginning. May those who have made serious mistakes discover that their past need not determine their future.

	Tuesday 13th 
	For Paddy’s ministry among missionaries working with Haredi Jewish communities and the particular opportunities and challenges they face. May all their encounters be characterised by wisdom, humility, sensitivity and love.

	Wednesday 14th 
	Today is the funeral of Shirley Harrington. Remember Robin, their sons and all the family and friends who mourn her. May they know God’s comfort and the loving support of those around them.

	Thursday 15th 
	For those whose health or circumstances prevent them from joining us regularly at church. May the taking of Holy Communion to Mill Court and Birtley House Care Homes be a source of strength, encouragement and belonging.

	Saturday 17th 
	Give thanks especially for research at the University of Surrey, ranging from the great questions of science to such practical matters as finding better ways to repair our potholes! May the curiosity and wonder which lead us to explore our extraordinary world also awaken a deeper wonder at its Creator.

	Sunday 18th 
	St Luke the Evangelist: On St Luke’s Day, let us remember doctors, nurses, carers, therapists and everyone involved in healing and healthcare. May they have compassion, wisdom and strength, especially when the demands upon them are great.

	Monday 19th 
	For the counselling and support work of YMCA DownsLink Group, and particularly those working with young people experiencing mental-health difficulties. May young people in distress find skilled help, patient listeners and renewed hope.

	Tuesday 20th 
	Growing Faith, Serving Community: As our plans develop, consider prayerfully how each of us might play a part in bringing this vision to life—through financial giving, helping with grant applications, supporting fundraising activities, or offering our particular gifts and skills. May this truly be a project in which the whole church shares.

	Wednesday 21st 
	Give thanks for the accompanied crèche at St John’s and for the welcome it offers to families with young children. May more people be willing to help, enabling parents and carers to participate fully in our worship.

	Thursday 22nd 
	For our Mission Committee as it considers nominations for new Mission Partners. May there be wisdom in choosing partnerships which enlarge our vision and help us share in what God is doing beyond our own parish.

	Friday 23rd 
	Give thanks for Chatterbox and all who work faithfully to make it a happy, welcoming place for young children and those who care for them. May friendships grow, newcomers quickly feel at home, and families experience something of God’s love through the warmth and care they receive.

	Saturday 24th 
	Lori and Dion’s Wedding: With great joy, give thanks for Lori and Dion on their wedding day. May their marriage be filled with love, laughter, friendship and faith, and may God richly bless the life they build together.

	Sunday 25th 
	Last Sunday after Trinity: As we gather for worship today, may we be attentive to what God is saying to us through Scripture, prayer, worship and one another, and ready to carry his love into the places where we live and work.

	Monday 26th 
	Give thanks for reports of the many conversations about Christian faith through GLO’s Harvest Initiatives this year. Remember those who have responded to the Gospel and those seeking to grow again in a faith which had become distant

	Tuesday 27th 
	For David and Marion Peters and all they give to the life of our churches and communities. Jesus taught that strength is found in serving others; may they know the guidance and supporting strength of God in the days ahead.

	Wednesday 28th 
	Give thanks for Camilla and the work involved in producing our parish magazine month by month. May it continue to inform, encourage and strengthen the connections between our churches and the wider community.

	Thursday 29th 
	For Liz Hayley: may she know God’s healing presence, strength and encouragement as she has radiotherapy, and the love and support of our church family.

	Friday 30th 
	Light Party: For this afternoon’s Light Party and all the children & families who come. May it be full of fun, friendship and welcome, and a joyful celebration of the light and life we have in Jesus.

	Saturday 31st 
	On a day when our streets will be particularly full of children and families, may we be generous and welcoming neighbours. And wherever people encounter fear or darkness, may the Church bear quiet witness to the light which darkness cannot overcome.



Thank you for helping us keep our parish life rooted in prayer.

Please pass any prayer items for the November edition by October 24th 2026 - to Jeremy Marks.  No need to wait until the 24th though; I’m open to suggestions at any time!

E-mail me at: jeremy@courage.org.uk

Have I missed anything or anyone out?  Please don’t hesitate to let me know
so that I can improve the quality of the Prayer Diary each month.
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